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Almonte in the Globe 

OVERVIEW: Students will read an 1892 newspaper description of Almonte and answer 
questions about the article, using history to practice critical thinking and media literacy. 

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS: 
- “Social studies, history, and geography lessons can be used as a vehicle for instruction in

critical literacy. Students learn to critique media messages, determining the intended
audience, the authors’ intentions, the missing voices, and the underlying values. They
analyse a variety of primary and secondary sources, such as letters and diaries, news
stories, paintings and photographs, annotated maps, and government websites,
interpreting information and assessing the strength of various positions on issues related
to social studies, history, and geography.”1

- Grade 8 History A2.2: gather and organize information and evidence about perspectives
of different groups and communities, including First Nations, Métis, and/or Inuit
communities, on some significant events, developments, and/or issues that affected
Canada and/or people in Canada during this period, using a variety of primary sources.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
This 1892 article in the Globe was clearly written to encourage investment in 

Almonte. This type of piece was not at all unusual in contemporary newspapers. By the 
late-19th Century, newspapers had become one of the primary means of communication 
for the growing industrial Canadian society. Journalists in this period did not often try to 
be “objective” or “neutral”. Instead, print media told its readers what to think about 
politics, business, and ideologies. Readers would have been used to seeing articles that, 
like this one, openly promoted personal interests or business opportunities. In this period, 
journalists championed industry, modernity, and progress in the relatively new country of 
Canada.  

The development of halftone technology to mass produce photographs meant that 
in the 1890s, newspapers began printing photos along with their stories. With this change, 
Canadian culture became increasingly visual. You can see from this article that the Globe 
is making use of this new technology: the pictures tell as much of the story as the words.  

1 THE ONTARIO CURRICULUM | Social Studies, Grades 1 sto 6; History and Geography, Grades 7 and 
8 (gov.on.ca) p. 39 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/social-studies-history-geography-2018.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/social-studies-history-geography-2018.pdf
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CRITICAL THINKING QUESTIONS: 
1. Summarize this article in 2-3 sentences.

Almonte is a prosperous town with a strong community. It has several profitable mills
and lots of local businesses. Almonte will continue growing and is a worthwhile
investment.

2. What is the intended audience for this article?
This was published in the Globe, so the audience is a Toronto readership. More
specifically, it is written for the business class of men who might be looking for a good
investment.

3. What seems to be the purpose of this article?
The article encourages investment in Almonte.

4. Based on this article, what were some of the most important features of a town in 1890s
Ontario?
Industry, community, religion

5. How does the article describe the land prior to European settlement? Whom does this
description exclude?
The article describes a “wilderness”. It mentions “vast resources” such as timber and
the Mississippi River, but makes no mention of Indigenous people, such as the
Omàmìwininì or Algonquin people who traditionally lived in the area.

6. Look at the section “The Newspapers.” Do you see any bias here? Explain your choice.
The section “The Newspapers” explains that “Almonte has two well-conducted
newspapers,” and spends the rest of the section praising one paper and ignoring the
other. It seems likely that the piece was written by that very paper, hence bias.

7. Look at the photographs in this article. What message are they trying to send?
The photographs all depict pillars of the community. The upright, imposing buildings and
the upright, imposing men all send a message of strength and solidity. The churches and
the dignified men suggest respectability, propriety, and prosperity, while the mill signals
progress, modernity, and industry.
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The Saturday Globe 
TORONTO, SATURDAY. SEPTEMBER 24, 1892. 

ALMONTE 
When the first settlers of this country found a suitable place to make a home for themselves in the 

wilderness it was frequently done without any thought of it ever becoming anything more than a farming 
community, and the work of clearing away the timber was wholly with that fact in view, and a wanton 
destruction of the timber followed. As it always takes an exception to prove the rule, the exception can be 
found for this in the case of the early settlement of Almonte. There can be little doubt that when the 
Mississippi was first seen at this point the idea that its vast resources as a motive power would make it 
some day a great manufacturing centre was strongly impressed on the mind of at least one man who could 
see a future for this locality and induced him to locate here. That this has been partially realised one has 
only to look around and see the immense factories which now adorn its banks, among them being some of 
the largest of the kind in Canada. 

But even yet its vast resources are only partially taken advantage of, and have only to become 
better known to be fully utilised. No greater proof of the merits of this point as a manufacturing centre can 
be put forward than the fact that the factories here are most of them not only the largest of their kind in 
this country, but that they have grown to such with only one railroad running into the place. With a 
competing railroad running through it, of which there is now almost a certainty in the very near future, the 
charter having been secured and the larger portion of the stock subscribed, one is almost compelled to 
become enthusiastic about the future of this town, which his [sic] already become familiarly known as the 
“Little Manchester of Canada.” Like every other place in the world, it has felt the effects of the “dull 
period,” yet after looking around one sees but very little to denote that even that has affected its prosperity 
or stayed its progress to any great degree. 

Besides being splendidly situated as regards its “water power,” it is also the centre of one of the 
finest farming districts in Canada. A drive out in the country in any direction reveals the evidences of 
prosperity; beautiful homes, stone or brick houses, large outbuildings, well cultivated fields and vast 
tracts of rich soil on all sides. It is a rare thing to see a “poor farm” in the locality, and if there is one it is 
generally the farmer that is poor, not the land. 

The fact that the North Lanark Agricultural Exhibition, which is held here every year, is one of 
the most prosperous and among the largest county fairs in the country, is an evidence of the prosperity of 
the farmers, the exhibits of grain, roots, farm produce, well-bred horses, cattle, sheep and such like being 
equal to any shown in any part of the Dominion. This year a new “exhibition hall” has been erected, 
which would be a credit to any of the larger towns. 

With additional railroad convenience, of which there is now every prospect, and the utilisation of 
the immense water power now going to waste, Almonte must become one of the manufacturing hives of 
the Dominion. The fact that it has such a splendid agricultural country around it, marks it as one of the 
bright spots of this grand country of ours. 

It was away back in the ‘20s that the first settler came in here and settled, and its early days were 
marked with the usual struggle of the other early settlements of the country, with this exception, that the 
remarkable fertility of the soil made those struggles of much shorter duration than in less favored 
localities. Almonte remained part of the adjoining Township of Ramsay until the year 1877, when it was 
incorporated as a village, taking the name “Almonte” after considerable discussion and confusion of 
names. This name was chosen as a compromise for several others, all of which had staunch supporters, 
and was suggested by the fact that a general of that name was making himself famous at that time in the 
Mexican war. After this it grew rapidly in importance and population, and four years later, 1881, it 
became a town. Its growth since has been steady, and every year sees the population increase, which is 
now 3,200.  

The assessed value of the town is $850,000, and the rate of taxes is 18 mills on the dollar. 
The civic government this year is in the hands of Dr. T. W. Raines as mayor; John Donaldson as 

reeve; G. W. Willoughby, deputy reeve; and J. W. Wylie, J.R. Haydon, Alex. Metcalf, councillors for 1st 
Ward; John Fay, Andrew Bell, Patrick Slattery for 2nd Ward; Jas. Robertson, Daniel Shaw, Geo. Paterson 
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for 3rd Ward; the clerk is Lewis Coulter; treasurer, J.M. Munroe; assessor, Watler Lawson; collector and 
chief of the police, Bolton Cunningham -- all of whom are zealous of the town’s welfare and will be 
found to be thoroughly alive to take advantage of any p[roject which has for its object the advancement of 
its interests. 

A few words might be said here about the projected railroad. The charter has been secured for a 
branch of the Ottawa & Parry Sound Railway from Carp Village through Almonte and on to the Village 
of Lanark. This road will pass through a very rich and fertile district, and as an investment should prove a 
paying one, inasmuch as the quantities of grain and farm produce shipped from it is very large and 
constantly increasing, and as it would of necessity ensure lower rates of freight new industry would spring 
into existence, enticed here by the cheap motive power, materially increasing the amount of freight 
handled from and to this section now should be sufficient of itself to ensure its speedy completion, and 
the very near future will no doubt see it as a reality. 

THE SCHOOLS 
The schools, especially the high school, call for more than a passing notice. The Almonte High 

School has gained for itself an enviable reputation. It was opened first in 1872, and passed through the 
hands of several teachers until the year 1874, when the present head master, P.C. McGregor, B.A., 
entered upon his duties, and has occupied the position ever since, excepting the year 1881 and first half of 
‘82, during which time he was principal of the Brockville High School In July of 1882 he resumed the 
head mastership of the school, and has remained in that position ever since. He graduated from Queen’s 
University in 1866 with honors in classics and prize-man in mental philosophy and English. His 
experience as a teacher extends over 26 years, of which 24 have been spent in high school work. This 
school has always occupied a foremost place among the high schools of Ontario in all the departmental 
examinations and in regard to the success of its pupils in after life. In university matriculation especially it 
has been very successful, and as an evidence of this one might mention that at the Queen’s University 
matriculation this year out of nine scholarships awarded four of them were won by pupils from this 
school. The staff is composed of four teachers, and the attendance varies from 120 to 140. Principal 
McGregor has at present three able and earnest assistance, who are proud of their school and enthusiastic 
in their work. 

THE CHURCHES AND PUBLIC BUILDINGS 
The churches are all of good design and of an imposing nature, being built of stone; and no matter 

from which side you approach the town the spires loom up, and they, in conjunction with the other public 
buildings, large factories and many fine residences, give it a very solid appearance and leaves a very 
favorable impression on the mind of the visitor. St. Andrew’s, Presbyterian, is the oldest of the church 
buildings now standing; it was recently enlarged and considerably improved. Rev. A. A. Grand, B.D., is 
the minister. 

St. John’s (also Presbyterian) is undergoing improvements at the present time and is being 
considerably enlarged. Rev. A. E. Mitchell, B.A., is the minister.  

The Methodist church occupies a prominent site on the north side of the river and is a fine 
building. Rev. S.D. Chown is in charge. 

St. Paul’s (Anglican) is perhaps one of the neatest gothic structures in Eastern Ontario, and it, 
with the rectory and grounds around it, are certainly very pretty, and the Rev. G. J. Low, M.A.,  who has 
the spiritual oversight of the flock, has shown his good taste and management in making it into such a 
little paradise. 

St. Mary’s (Roman Catholic) is a very fine building of native stone, trimmed with Beckwith 
stone, which gives it a very attractive appearance. The interior is beautifully decorated, making it one of 
the best in the diocese. Very Rev. Canon Foley is in charge. 

The Baptist is a modest but very neat building and is conveniently situated. Rev. Mr. Haydn is the 
minister. 

The Reformed Presbyterian (Cameronian) is a new building on the brow of Major Hill, and is of a 
very neat design. The congregation, with another in Lochiel, Glengarry County, are the only two in active 
existence in Ontario. Many of the members drive long distances to attend this church, some of them living 
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as far as twenty miles, and the weather has to be very bad that keeps them away from meeting at least 
once on Sabbath. Rev. E. M. Coleman is the minister. 

The Salvation Army has a barrack and a strong contingency. 
The Plymouth Brethren have a liberal following. 
All the congregations have their aid societies and are doing a good work for the Master, the 

evidence of which is shown in the increased demand for accommodation in the different churches. 
The Town Hall is a stately-looking stone building and is of an attractive design. The postoffice 

and custom house is a very neat building, the foundation of which is built of Beckwith stone, the body of 
Perth mottled stone and the corners of Nova Scotia brown stone. The contractor was Mr. Robt. Cameron 
and the local architect was Mr. Andrew Bell, C.E. 

Besides all these fine churches and public buildings they have two magnificent iron bridges and a 
stone arch bridge crossing the river, all of which reflect great credit on the civic authorities and citizens 
for their good judgement in making permanent improvements when they are about it and thereby showing 
their faith in the future of the town. 

The fire brigade is a volunteer one, and is under guidance of Deputy Reeve G. W. Willoughby as 
chief. Their equipment consists of a “Button” steam engine and a “Button” hand engine and a good 
supply of hose; also hook and ladder equipment.  

The Mechanics’ Institute is an active organization and is well patronized. It has a well-stocked 
library and a reading room supplied with all the leading papers and magazines. The Council has 
generously placed two rooms on the ground floor of the Town Hall at their disposal, which makes it very 
central and convenient. 

Fraternal societies flourish here and multiply. The Masons, Royal Arch Chapter and Scottish Rite, 
I.O.O.F., I.O.F., A.O.U.W., Sons of England, Sons of Scotland, Emerald Beneficial Association, Father 
Mathew Temperance Association (the first in Canada), C.M.B.A. and Orange, are all in healthy condition 
and growing. 

THE NEWSPAPERS. 
Almonte has two well-conducted newspapers -- The Gazette, published by Messrs McLeod & 

McEwen, and The Times, published by Mr. W. W. Pittard. The former, which has been steadily 
increasing in circulation and influence since it was established a quarter of a century ago, now occupies a 
prominent position among the leading Ontario weeklies, and has few superiors as a reliable, newsy, well-
written journal. About a year ago The Gazette plant was removed to its new quarters in Mc. McArthur’s 
fine brick block, which are more in keeping with its position as an important factor in the progress of the 
town. Although Liberal in politics, The Gazette’s fair treatment of all and its loyal support of everything 
that tends towards the advancement of Almonte’s best interests have won the support of both its political 
friends and opponents. It has a strong support in the country round about Almonte, and is one of the best 
advertising mediums in the Ottawa Valley. 

THE INDUSTRIES 
Almonte is justly famous and well known, to the wholesale trade in particular and the world 

generally, for its woollen products. It has a worsted mill, the largest of its kind in Canada; five woollen 
mills of large proportions and employing a large number of hands; a knitting factory, a foundry, a roller 
mill, a grist mill, a furniture factory and two sash and door factories, all in active operation, but as most of 
them will be noticed separately further on it is unnecessary to take up any space here with anything like a 
description of them. 

The merchants as a rule are of an enterprising nature and every line of business is fully 
represented. Some of them, however, have got into the bad habit of talking about the “hard times,” and 
have been at it so long now that they have come to almost believe themselves on the verge of bankruptcy, 
when it is doubtful if there is another town in Central Ontario on a more solid financial basis or its 
merchants doing as profitable a business as what is being done here. A little more enthusiasm on the part 
of her merchants and many of her citizens would not be out of place, and would do more than anything 
else to place their town, with its many natural advantages, far in advance of what it is. 
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THE NORTH LANARK FAIR 
is one of the established institutions of Almonte, and brings together some ten thousand people or 

so every autumn. The competitions are keen, and much good is done by friendly rivalry among the 
farmers of the district for the coveted prizes. The fair this year takes place Sept. 27th, 28th and 29th, in a 
magnificent new hall just erected, said to be one of the finest in Ontario outside the cities. $2,500 in prizes 
is offered on the regular prize list, and several hundred more are contributed by supporters of the fair for 
special competitions of various kinds. An effort is being made to have this year’s exhibition eclipse all its 
predecessors. Mr. James Rosamond, jun., is president; Mr. W. P. McEwen is secretary; Mr. James 
Robertson is treasurer; and these are ably aided by an energetic and capable board of directors. 

THE ROSAMOND WOOLLEN CO. 
The prosperity and reputation for woollen products that Almonte enjoys is largely due to the 

indomitable energy, industry and business abilities of the Rosamond family, who from a comparatively 
small start have built a factory that ranks as the most perfect in all its details, as well as being the largest 
in the Dominion, and also have a business reputation and a trade connection that are world-wide. 

The founder, Mr. Jas. Rosamond, sen., attracted by the suitability of this as a manufacturing 
centre, built a small mill in the year 1857, on the site now occupied by what is known as “No. 2 Mill.” 
After five years of prosperity, Mr. Rosamond turned the business over in 1862 to his two sons, Messrs. 
Bennett and William. In 1863 the capacity of the mill was doubled to meet the increasing demand for 
their goods. In 1866 the site of the present mill was bought on the island, where there is a magnificent 
water power, and the erection of “No. 1 Mill,” as it is familiarly called, commenced, and when completed 
the machinery was moved out of the old mill. In 1870 the present joint stock company was established 
under the title of the “Rosamond Woollen Company,” under the management of Mr. Bennett Rosamond 
as president and manager, and Mr. James Rosamond, jun., as secretary. Under the able management of 
Mr. Rosamond it has prospered in such a degree as to yield a handsome return for the capital invested. 
The goods turned out are second to none of the continent, as is proven by the fact that they have won for 
themselves the highest honors wherever shown in competition with others. The Globe correspondent was 
taken by the superintendent, Mr. Wm. Smith, for a visit through the mill, where there is enough to be seen 
to occupy an observer a day, and afford a scribe material with which to fill a good-sized volume. To 
watch the process of picking, sorting, washing the wool, spinning, twisting, dyeing the yarn, weaving, 
fulling and finishing the cloth ready for the tailors’ shears, is truly to see a marvellous sight, and one that 
to fully describe so as to make it intelligible to the readers would take columns to accomplish, and then it 
is doubtful if it would be read. The building was built after a carefully prepared plan, and every 
department is complete in its arrangements and in the place it occupies, so that the process of changing 
the dirty, matted wool, full of birrs [sic], into cloth which would do honor to a prince, is accomplished 
without any unnecessary handling. The Rosamond Mill is situated in a demesne kept as neatly as a 
gentleman’s park, with bright flower beds, grass plots, and a spacious croquet lawn for the recreation of 
the hands when the work hours are over. At the extremity of the grounds are the beautiful falls from 
which the motive power of the mill is obtained. Entrance is obtained through a pair of handsome gates, on 
the left of which is the spacious office. The mill is a fine stone edifice of six storeys, the whole being 
surmounted by a cupola, containing a bell used for purposes that bells in factories usually are. The 
company gives steady employment to about 400 hands,  and the output is proportionately large. The 
buildings are lighted throughout with electric light, and every precaution is taken against fire, the latest 
and most ingenuous appliances being employed for that purpose. The strictest cleanliness is insisted upon, 
and every floor and apartment is swept and scrubbed at least once a day. The hands are neatly dressed, 
and amid all the bustle, and in some departments the necessary dirt, they, by some means known best to 
themselves, keep tidy. Under Mr. Bennett Rosamond as manager and Mr. Jas. Rosamond as secretary, the 
staff are as follows: -- Superintendent, Wm. Smith; designer, Ralph Hill; master mechanic, Walter 
Scrimgeour; dye house, Roderick Chisholm; carder, Wm. Willcox; overseer, John Anderson; warping 
room, Fred Blake; weaving room, Chas. B. Miller; finishing, Frank Carson; fulling, A. Dunlop. The 
superintendent and many of the others have been trained up in the establishment, and are perfect masters 
of their trade. The company have just cause to be proud of their mill and all its belongings....
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CRITICAL THINKING QUESTIONS: 

1. Summarize this article in 2-3 sentences.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2. Who is the intended audience for this article?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3. What seems to be the purpose of this article?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4. Based on this article, what do you think were the most important features of a town in

1890s Ontario?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5. How does the article describe the land prior to European settlement? Whom does this

description exclude?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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6. Look at the section “The Newspapers.” Do you see any bias here? Explain your choice. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Look at the photographs in this article. What message are they trying to send? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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